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Dear  Friends; 

I am  hoping  that  Friends  will  come  to  Stanford 
in  a truly  prepared  state  of  mind,  that  they  will  come 
with  convictions  for  which  they  will  stand,  and  with 
concerns  they  are  prepared  to  state  and  put  through. 
The  scope  of  our  interests  is  unlimited,  and  each  of 
us  needs  the  support  of  some  group  in  these  under- 
takings. It  is  hoped  that  the  program  is  elastic  enough 
to  allow  for  any  and  all  Friends  to  find  opportunity 
for  expression  of  their  convictions  and  concerns. 

Sincerely  thy  friend, 

Robert  H.  Dann 


Facts  Regarding  Conference 

Date:  August  19,  20,  21. 

Place:  Stanford  University,  Lagunita  Court. 

Rooms:  Double  rooms,  I1.50  per  person  per  night  for 
less  than  four  nights.  I1.25  per  person  per  night 
for  more  than  four  nights,  it  any  want  to  stay  on. 
Meals:  Friday’s  dinner,  .65  -at  6:00  p.m. 

Saturday’s  lunch,  .5c  -at  12  noon. 

Sunday’s  dinner,  .65  -at  12  noon. 

Breakfast  a la  carte  in  the  Cellar  coffee  shop, 
the  same  as  last  year. 

Saturday’s  supper  not  yet  arranged. 


PROGRAM 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  19. 

3 GO 

Meeting  for  Worship. 

4:15 

Introductory  Business— Reports  and 

Visitors. 

6:00 

Supper. 

7:30 

Discussion  and  Business.  W 

orld 

Conference  Reports  and  concerns 
arise  from  it. 

that 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  20. 

8:00 

Breakfast. 

9:30 

Meeting  for  Worship. 

io;oo 

J.  Herschel  Coffin. 

12:15 

Dinner. 

3:00 

Discussion  and  Business. 

6:00 

Picnic  Supper. 

Play  or  Discussion. 

Augustus  T.  Murray — Priest 

and 

Prophet. 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  21. 

8:30 

Breakfast. 

9:30 

Meeting. 

1 1 ;oo 

Chapel. 

I :oo 

Dinner. 

2:30 

FINAL  SESSION. 

OUR  TASK 

“Let  us  consider  one  another  to  provoke  to  love  and 
to  good  works.’’ 

Those  of  us  who  are  members  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Association  of  Friends  and  attend  any  of  our  meetings 
are  well  aware  of  the  help  the  Association  is  to  us.  To 
meet  each  other  from  time  to  time  is  an  encouraging  ex- 
perience, and  is  perhaps  justification  enough  for  our  ex- 
istence as  a group.  Nevertheless,  we  do  have  a responsi- 
bility to  share  these  benefits  with  as  many  people  as 
possible. 

I recently  spent  some  time  going  through  the  mailing 
list  ot  our  Association.  There  arc  approximately  550 
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cards.  Some  of  these  cards  are  dead  timber,  but  there 
are  a great  many  of  them  bearing  only  one  name  which 
in  reality  represent  a family. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  divide  these  up  geograph- 
ically with  the  post  office  as  the  basis  for  division.  The 
first  segregation  was  by  states.  This  showed  17  in  the 
state  of  Washington,  47  in  Oregon,  and  approximately 
400  in  Californra.  The  remainder  being  scattered  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  this  country  and  the  world. 

There  are  areas  of  concentration  in  these  states 
where  Friends  are  close  enough  to  meet  at  regular  and 
stated  times.  These  areas  center  around  Seattle,  in 
Washington,  in  the  Willamette  Valley  in  Oregon,  around 
the  Bay  District  and  Los  Angeles,  in  California.  It  is  in 
these  areas  that  we  have  established  meetings  that  are 
more  or  less  definitely  affiliated  with  our  Association. 

As  one  goes  over  the  list,  one  is  impressed  with  the 
number  of  names  of  isolated  Friends  who  are  far  re- 
moved from  any  Friendly  contacts.  Even  here  one  is 
made  aware  of  the  fact  that  many  who  think  they  are 
alone,  are  after  all  not  very  far  removed  from  another 
isolated  member  of  our  group.  Is  it  not  one  of  the  func- 
tions of  our  organization  to  get  these  people  in  touch 
with  one  another,  not  necessarily  asking  them  to  organ- 
ize a meeting,  but  that  they  might  be  of  mutual  spiritu- 
al help  to  each  other.?  This  however  still  leaves  some 
entirely  isolated,  and  it  is  to  these  we  can  say  that 
there  are  those  in  their  neighborhood  who  would  gladly 
share  with  them  a period  of  silence  if  they  only  knew 
about  the  opportunity. 

The  other  thing  that  stands  out  in  an  examination 
of  the  list  is  that  there  are  several  communities  in  which 
there  are  a number  of  names,  and  in  which  a regular; 
even  if  infrequent  meeting  might  be  held. 

Many  of  us  remember,  with  a good  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion, the  visits  of  Frederick  Sainty,  and  his  concern  for 
Friends  living  in  the  outlying  districts.  He  hoped  that 
some  of  the  isolated  Friends  might  serve  as  a nucleus  for 
new  groups.  There  is  still  time  and  opportunity  for  his 
hope  to  be  realized. 

Recent  correspondence  from  Leslie  Shaffer,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Friend’s  Friendship  Council,  indicated  a 
possible  visit  from  him  some  time  this  year.  I am  anx- 
ious that  we  get  the  maximum  benefits  from  his  visit 
and  that  these  Friends  living  near  each  other  get  togeth- 
er with  him  for  meetings,  so  that  he  may  do  more  than 
just  visit  our  established  organizations. 

Our  “Bulletin”  is  a useful  medium  of  communica- 


tion and  we  should  feel  free  to  use  it  to  its  fullest  ca- 
pacity, but  we  need  something  that  is  more  than  this;  we 
need  to  realize  the  importance  of  a sense  of  mission  and 
so  to  provoke,  encourage,  or  arouse  one  another  that 
“love  and  good  works”  will  follow.  It  is  as  much  a 
problem  of  motivation  as  of  ability. 

Friends  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  group 
meeting  in  Honolulu  has  expressed  a desire  to  become 
affiliated  with  our  organization.  They  have  been  meet- 
ing for  some  time  and  enjoying  the  visits  of  various 
Friends  to  the  Islands.  They  report  29  names  of  Friends 
of  the  Friends  and  Friends  in  their  group. 

— Robert  H.  Dann 


WORSHIP 

We  are  such  creatures  of  habit  and  convention  that 
we  often  fail  to  consider  the  grounds  of  our  actions  and 
do  not  think  of  putting  to  ourselves  certain  fundamental 
questions.  Some  of  these,  however,  present  themselves 
very  naturally  to  the  mind  when  the  subject  of  worship 
is  mentioned.  What,  for  instance,  is  worship,  and  why 
do  men  worship? 

Definitions  are  poor  things  and  they  often  shed  more 
darkness  than  light  upon  the  objects  which  they  are  in- 
tended to  define;  but  in  the  present  case  a few  sugges- 
tions may  at  least  point  the  way  that  leads  to  the  heart 
of  the  matter.  Worship  may  be  said  to  be  an  attitude 
and  an  act  of  the  soul.  It  is  the  attitude  of  the  human 
spirit  when,  brushing  aside  all  the  mists  of  tradition  and 
convention,  it  feels  itself  consciously  in  the  presence  of 
the  eternal  Father  of  spirits.  I say  “consciously”,  for 
while  we  give  intellectual  assent  to  the  belief  that  God  is 
never  far  from  us  (“for  in  him  we  live  and  move  and 
have  our  being”),  yet  when  we  worship  we  seek  to  enter 
into  direct,  spiritual  communion  and  fellowship  with 
him.  Man  is  a spiritual  creature,  and  the  instinct  to 
worship  has  its  roots  in  the  very  deeps  of  his  being. 
The  soul  should  seek  such  communion  with  its  spirit- 
ual Father  as  natually  as  the  flower  turns  toward  the 
sun.  Furthermore  this  attitude  of  the  soul  is  not  in- 
activity; it  merges  in  the  act  of  worship. 

If  this  basic  postulate  be  accepted,  it  follows  inev- 
itably that  no  external  aids  can  be  necessary  for  wor- 
ship. Beauty  of  architecture,  of  stained  glass,  of  music, 
of  ritual — all  these  may  to  millions  of  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  men  be  helps,  tending  to  induce  the  mood 
of  worship;  hut  they  can  not,  in  the  very  nature  of 
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the  case,  be  necessary  adjuncts.  One  does  well  to 
read  in  the  Old  Testament  the  account  of  the  elabo- 
rate ritual  and  ceremonial  attending  the  dedication  of 
Solomon’s  temple;  an  account  which  culminates  in 
the  statement  that  “the  priests  could  not  enter  into 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  because  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
had  filled  the  Lord’s  house  (II  Chron.  VII. 2),  and 
then  turn  to  the  fourth  chapter  of  Acts,  in  which  we 
are  told  that  Peter  and  John,  after  being  threatened 
by  the  authorities,  return  to  their  company  and  tell 
of  their  experiences.  A simple  prayer  is  then  offered, 
and  the  writer  continues:  “And  when  they  had  prayed, 
the  place  was  shaken  where  they  were  assembled  to- 
gether, and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.’’ 
Dare  anyone  say  that  the  former  episode  is  more  im- 
pressive than  the  latter? 

I have  ventured  to  say  that  worship  is  in  part 
an  attitude  of  the  soul.  In  this  attitude  adoration 
will  naturally  come  first,  and  with  it  will  come  an 
overwhelming  sense  of  one’s  own  unworthiness,  which 
in  turn  will  lead  to  a mood  of  penitence  and  suppli- 
caton  (the  account  given  in  the  sixth  chapter  of 
Isaiah  of  the  prophet’s  own  call  to  the  prophetic  office 
may  be  read  to  advantage).  Upon  this  again  should 
follow  the  consciousness  of  having  entered  into  a richer 
and  fuller  life.  The  Divine  breaks  through  the  limits 
of  our  little  world,  and  flows  through  our  very  being. 

To  some  minds  this  may  suggest  a mood  of  ecstasy, 
and  not  a few  have  held  that  the  attainment  of  this  con- 
sciousness is  the  end  and  aim  of  worship;  but  this  is  not 
the  case.  To  seek  a beatific  experience  for  its  own  sake 
is  a selfish  act;  and  selfishness  can  have  no  place  in 
the  soul  that  is  consciously  in  the  presence  of  God. 
We  should  rather  say  that  this  high  mood  tends  to  a 
quickening  of  spiritual  and  moral  sensibility.  It  brings 
us  light  and  guidance,  and  in  a deep  sense  of  conse- 
cration the  call  to  service  comes  to  us,  and  we  are 
ready  to  say  with  Isaiah,  “Here  am  I;  send  me”. 

— Augustus  T.  Murray 


FINDING  GOD  THROUGH  ART 

A Talk  for  Orange  Grove  Friends  in  his  Studio,  May  21,  1938 
by  Eli  Harvey 

At  first  blush  this  title  seemed  a formidable  if  not 
an  impossible  one  to  speak  upon  in  this  connection,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Society  of  Friends  fundamentally  be- 
lieves that  God  is  found  in  “the  still,  small  voice”.  To 


find  Him  through  Nature  would  be  Pantheistic,  or  to 
find  Him  through  Art  would  be,  at  least  to  some  degree. 
Pagan.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  Orthodox  Protestant 
Churches  have  never  really  encouraged  art,  and  have, 
until  recent  times,  been  even  more  or  less  antagonistic 
to  the  Fine  Arts  as  a reaction  to  what  they  felt  were 
abuses  and  idolatrous  usages  of  the  arts  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Knowing  well  the  historic  stand 
which  the  Society  of  Friends  has  maintained  regarding 
the  arts,  you  will  agree  that  something  has  happened 
within  the  Society  when  such  a subject  as  this  can  be 
seriously  discussed  by  a group  of  its  members.  That 
there  has  been  a vital  recasting  of  thought  is  evident 
when  Art  is  no  longer  taboo  as  a topic  for  “Friendly” 
consideration. 

Christian  churches,  including  the  Catholic,  have  al- 
ways believed  that  God  created  Heave.n  and  Earth  and 
all  things  therein,  and  pronounced  them  “good”.  The 
fact,  however,  that  God  had  lavishly  glorified  the  natu- 
ral world  with  testhetic  beauty  seemed  to  contain  no 
hint  to  the  earlier  Christians  that  beauty  is  not  necessari- 
ly a superfluous  frivolity  that  leads  to  vanity.  Nor  did 
Jesus’s  own  acknowledgment  of  beauty  in  the  world, 
when  He  said,  “Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they 
grow;  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin:  and  yet  I say 
unto  you,  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  ar- 
rayed like  one  of  these”,  contain  any  other  lesson  than 

the  one  of  not  being  anxious  about  what  we  should 

% 

wear. 

It  seems  strange  that  Shakespeare  should  have  been 
the  first  man  of  distinction  who  fully  comprehended 
what  man’s  attitude  should  be  with  reference  to  the 
beauties  of  Nature.  In  immortal  words  he  points  out 
that  our  minds  and  souls  should  be  so  attuned  “that  we 
may  find  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks, 
sermons  in  stones  and  good  in  everything.”  All  these 
sayings,  it  seems,  did  not  register  on  the  minds  of  the 
theologians,  who  naturally  were  contending  for  their  un- 
derstanding of  the  faith,  according  to  their  lights,  vari- 
ously colored  by  their  respective  sources.  Many  of  them 
were  apparently  blind  to  the  whole  truth  and  were  not 
able  to  see  and  find  “good  in  everything”,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  understand  that  a good  thing  may  be  abused. 
Thought  relating  to  the  spiritual  and  physical  worlds 
was  in  a chaotic  state  until  the  eminent  Dr.  Henry 
Drummond,  both  scientifically  and  spiritually  minded, 
to  a great  extent  clarified  it.  He  lectured  to  his  students 
on  scientific  subjects  on  week  days,  and  on  Sabbaths  he 
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lectured  to  a group  of  laboring  people  on  moral  and  re- 
ligious topics.  “At  first,”  he  says,  “T  tried  to  keep  the 
subjects  apart  in  my  mind”,  for  the  reason  that  at  that 
time  scientists  and  theologians  were  antagonistic  in 
thought.  But  Professor  Drummond  discovered  by  his 
research,  and  it  was  revealed  to  him,  that  the  appli- 
cation of  the  higher  spiritual  laws  brought  harmony  be- 
tween the  antagonistic  views  regarding  the  natural  and 
the  spiritual  worlds.  The  result  was  the  publication  of  his 
book,  “Natural  Laws  in  the  Spiritual  Worlds”.  This 
series  of  essays  brought  about  a revelation  of  thought, 
and  the  truths  expressed  therein  did  more  to  harmonize 
the  scientific  and  theological  thought  than  any  other  fac- 
tor. A rapprochement  between  science  and  religion  was 
started  then  and  has  continued  to  this  day,  with  the  re- 
sult that  now  the  barriers  between  science  and  religion 
are,  in  a large  part,  eliminated. 

All  art,  sacred  or  profane,  realistic  or  idealistic,  must 
of  necessity  be  based  on  nature,  on  something  in  the  ma- 
terial universe.  No  artist  since  the  dawn  of  art  history, 
not  excepting  that  stalwart  genius,  Michael  Angelo,  has 
ever  been  able  to  create  anything  not  based  on  some- 
thing he  has  seen.  God  is  Spirit,  the  angels  are  spirits, 
but  the  artists  have,  of  necessity,  employed  the  human 
figure  to  pose  as  gods  or  angels,  and  idealized  them  to 
suit  their  concepts,  unless,  as  in  the  more  common  mod- 
ern practice,  they  allow  some  device  to  symbolize  the 
Eternal.  The  Infinite  can  not  be  comprehended  by  the 
finite  mind,  much  less  be  portrayed  by  the  finite,  but 
the  souls  of  men  who  are  in  tune  with  the  universe  may 
find  and  realize  the  great  Creator  manifest  in  the  natural 
world.  Sometimes  the  artist  so  expresses  his  interpreta- 
tion, and,  if  he  is  possessed  of  a noble  soul,  then  the 
production  will  be  ennobling.  Therefore,  when  an  art- 
ist chooses  a lofty  theme  and  produces  a truthful  and 
beautiful  portrayal  of  what  he  is  inspired  to  portray 
such  a work  of  art  may  lead  us  to  a deeper  realization 
of  God. 

You  will  have  observed  that  I have  laid  stress  upon 
the  world  about  as  a means  of  finding  God  rather  than 
upon  art.  This  I do  because  all  art  is  based  on  the  real. 
The  trained  artist  by  his  profession  learns  to  detect  the 
beauties  of  nature  and  so  express  them  that  they  be- 
come more  apparent  to  the  observer.  By  filtering  the 
natural,  as  it  were,  through  a mental  screen  he  reveals 
beauty  by  making  it  more  obvious. 

As  to  artists;  no  one  is  ever  born  with  executive 
ability.  Even  Michael  Angelo  had  to  draw  and  study 


the  human  anatomy  for  twelve  years  to  be  technically 
equipped  to  create  his  immortal  works  in  sculpture  and 
painting.  Joshua  Reynolds,  while  President  of  the  Ro- 
yal Academy,  defined  genius  as  “the  infinite  capacity  for 
taking  pains”,  and  I would  amplify  that  statement  by 
adding,  that  truth  and  beauty  must  be  the  basic  impetus 
for  creating  art.  Where  a financial  return  is  the  mo- 
tive the  result  panders  to  the  popular  taste  and  lowers 
the  art  standard. 

In  conclusion,  I would  advise  you  to  keep  this  high 
standard  in  view  when  you  look  at  art.  Just  as  you 
choose  your  friends  for  companionship,  choose  the  art 
which  will  elevate  and  ennoble  your  thoughts  and  thus 
lead  you  to  a deeper  realization  of  God  through  Art 


“It  is  a historical  fact  that  man,  when  he  is  up  a- 
gainst  a seemingly  insoluble  problem,  resorts  to  destruc- 
tion. Thus  coffee-destruction  in  Brazil  will  soon  be  in- 
creased to  100,000  sacks  a day,  instead  of  the  present 
daily  burning-quota  of  60,000  sacks,  in  order  to  maintain 
world  prices  and  “stabilize”  the  price  system. 

“Destruction  of  property  and  people  is  going  on  on 
a large  scale  today,  because  of  seemingly  insoluble  world- 
problems.  Man  has  always  resorted  to  destruction  when 
he  was  up  againist  something  he  did  not  understand, 
something  new  which  demanded  careful  thought  and 
reasoning,  and  today  we  are  witnessing  another  colossal 
wave  of  destruction  in  the  world. 

“Man  acted  in  exactly  the  same  way  when  Jesus  ap- 
peared in  the  world.  The  mob  of  his  time,  the  Phari- 
sees and  the  scribes,  the  provincial-minded  and  the  nar- 
row-minded bigots,  could  see  no  other  way  out  than  de- 
stroying Jesus,  taking  his  life.  But  this  was  one  time  in 
history  when  man  ran  up  against  a fact  which  could  not 
be  destroyed,  something  so  definitely  indestructible,  that 
it  is  literally  the  only  really  vital  thing  we  have  in  the 
world  today  to  be  guided  by. 

“The  principles  laid  down  by  Jesus  could  not  be  de- 
stroyed by  mob-action,  and  the  only  real  hope  for  a sane 
and  sensible  world  is  to  return  wholeheartedly  to  Chris- 
tian principles  and  to  face  the  seemingly  insoluble  world- 
problems  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  Jesus  faced  the  is- 
sues of  his  own  time.” 

— Peter  Guldbrandsen 

(Spoken  at  Meeting  for  Worship,  Vine  and  Walnut 
Streets  Friends  Meeting  House,  Berkeley,  Calif.  October 

17.  1937) 
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If  anything  is  clear  it  is  that  the  power  necessary  to 
effectively  resolve  the  social  problems  of  our  day  must 
come  from  an  additional  source  to  human  striving  and  ef- 
fort. It  is  not  intelligible  to  believe  that  the  achieve- 
ments and  accomplishments  of  our  civilization  can  be 
the  result  of  human  causes  alone.  The  purposive  design 
of  human  life  is  discovered  as  a struggling  power  or 
powers  gradually  improving  the  concourse  of  human  life 
in  creating  good  and  liquidating  evil.  Man  is  a fellow 
struggler  with  God  in  creation.  There  is  no  intellectually 
discernible  rational  plan  towards  which  the  whole  crea- 
tion moves.  There  is,  however,  genuine  evidence  that  slow- 
ly but  falteringly  the  good  which  is  in  man  and  the  world 
is  gaining  slightly  over  the  evil  in  the  world.  God  con- 
serves the  best,  faith  assures  us.  God  guides  and  inspires 
those  dedicated  to  the  sincere  desire  for  righteousness. 

The  greatest  empirical  fact  in  the  practical  religious 
life  of  man  is  individual  and  social  guidance  towards 
ideals  which  come  into  consciousness  as  we  accomplish  the 
consequences  following  from  the  knowledge  we  already 
possess.  The  intellectual  faculties  can  only  clear  away 
mistaken  ideals  and  thus  allow  the  mystical,  non-ration- 
al  and  intuitive  powers  to  grasp  truth  and  give  transform- 
ing power  to  the  will  in  creating  good  out  of  evil.  In  a 
time  of  great  economical  and  social  confusion  is  it  not  rel- 
evant to  our  tradition  to  reinforce  the  simple  techniques 
of  group  meditation  and  communion  and  individual  re- 
liance upon  the  power  of  God  to  manifest  creativeness  in 
specific  crises? 

A clearer  sense  of  God  for  the  individual  needs  the 
conception  of  a higher  personality  capable  of  manifesting 
attentive  consciousness  through  a plurality  of  centers  to 
influence  human  beings  at  work.  The  place  of  immortal- 
ity in  such  a dynamic  process  of  struggle  and  suffering  is 
the  rightful  consequence  of  our  faith  that  God  conserves 
the  best. 

The  highest  form  of  goodness  we  know  is  supremely 
manifested  in  individual  personalities.  Hence  as  human 
beings  can  interpret  the  higher  forces  only  by  the  per- 
spective they  achieve,  faith  is  guided  to  a conception  of 
persona]  immortality  from  present  experiences.  If  God 
has  real  need  of  us  now  in  creating  goodness  from  evil 
we  can  but  trust  in  the  righteous  justice  and  love  having 
sufficient  power  to  conserve  the  best  results  of  his  pur- 
pose. The  power  flowing  from  this  conception  of  the  pur- 
pose of  life  as  a continuous  struggle  against  evil  and  suf- 
fering (eventually  leading  to  a greater  good  for  man  and 
for  God)  is  thus  effective  in  solving  the  concrete  prob- 


lems of  human  life.  If  human  life  gains  significance,  pur- 
pose and  goodness  by  the  practice  of  such  a conception 
of  creative  purpose,  what  other  evidence  do  we  need  for 
belief  than  the  increasing  insights  we  realize  of  life  with 
God?  What  other  purpose  need  life  hold  for  man,  than 
the  integrating  of  our  other  purposes  by  this  supreme 
reality? 

— George  Knox  Roth 


At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Valley 
Association  of  Friends  held  at  Hartford  in  March,  I was 
authorized  to  carry  the  loving  greetings  of  the  assem- 
bled Friends — about  a hundred  in  number — to  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association.  We  are  aware  that  you  have  in  the 
College  Park  Association  the  oldest  independent  meeting 
while  our  groups  are  but  recently  formed.  We  trust 
that  your  example  may  indeed  prove  to  be  the  begin- 
ning of  scores  of  “new  and  united”  meetings,  as  the  Fel- 
lowship Council  suggests  they  should  nov/  be  called. 

Friends  seem  not  to  have  settled  in  the  Connecticut 
Valley  in  the  early  days.  Was  it  because  they  were  not 
persecuted  there?  But  in  recent  years  numbers  of  Friends 
have  come  to  live  in  this  area,  largely  around  education- 
al institutions.  Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  century 
occasional  meetings  have  been  held  at  Hartford.  Quite 
recently  a monthly  meeting  has  been  organized  at  New 
Haven,  where  our  friends  and  yours,  Walter  and  Catha- 
rine Miles  have  been  active  in  gathering  an  interesting 
group.  A small  group  at  Springfield,  Mass,  has  met  from 
time  to  time.  Another  interesting  fellowship  made  up 
largely  of  students  and  faculty  members  from  Smith, 
Amherst,  and  Mt.  Holyoke  Colleges  meets  monthly.  For 
the  past  few  years  we  have  been  holding  semi-annual 
meetings,  in  the  spring  and  fall,  for  worship  and  fellow- 
ship. At  present  the  two  Yearly  Meetings  in  New  Eng- 
land are  canvassing  the  possibilities  of  organic  union.  So 
many  factors  must  be  taken  into  careful  consideration 
that  no  immediate  action  is  to  be  expected,  but  our  Con- 
necticut Valley  Association  is  naturally  deeply  interested 
in  this  proposal.  We  have  members  from  General  Con- 
ference Friends,  who  would  not  be  affected  by  a union  of 
these  two  Yearly  Meetings,  but  we  are  eager  for  associa- 
tion with  other  groups  of  Friends  and  we  shall  plan  to 
consider  the  implications  of  this  proposal  at  our  meeting 
next  autumn. 

Our  problems  are  not  unique,  indeed  I think  they  are 
rather  typical  of  many  of  the  new  meetings  gathered  a- 
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round  educational  centers.  Meetings  made  up  largely  of 
students  and  faculty  are  not  normal  meetings.  The  stu- 
dent group  changes  rapidly  and  faculty  members  have  so- 
cial and  professional  relations  which  make  it  difficult  to 
organize  a genuine  community  interest  around  the  meet- 
ing. On  the  other  hand,  Friends  have  an  opportunity 
to  influence  the  coming  leaders  in  these  college  and  uni- 
versity centers.  We  want  to  find  young  families  who 
need  our  spiritual  fellowship  and  about  whom  a more 
normal  meeting  life  may  be  built.  Another  problem  fac- 
ing us  and  similar  groups  is  created  by  persons  who 
are  attracted  to  Friends  by  the  social  pioneering  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  but  who  have  not 
sensed  the  spiritual  motivation  behind  these  projects. 
How  wisely  to  impart  our  spiritual  message  without 
quenching  this  social  enthusiasm  is  a real  concern  with 
some  of  us.  The  solution  lies,  in  part,  in  increasing  in- 
tervisitation, in  stimulating  the  literary  gifts  of  Friends 
so  that  a fresh,  challenging  and  searching  interpretation 
of  our  message  may  be  available  and,  of  course,  in  mak- 
ing the  reality  and  power  of  our  meetings  for  worship 
our  deepest  concern. 

— Alexander  C.  Purdy 


To  the  College  Park  Association  of  Friends, 

Dear  Friends: 

Gathered  in  our  sessions  at  Stanford  University  we 
send  you  most  affectionate  greetings. 

We  are  mindful  of  the  fact  that  you  are  the  oldest 
of  the  Independent  Meetings,  and  we  are  grateful  for  the 
strong  and  helpful  influence  you  have  exerted  through- 
out the  nearly  fifty  years  which  have  elapsed  since  your 
meeting  was  founded,  and  tor  the  blessings  which  those 
who  have  gone  out  from  you  have  brought  to  other  com- 
munities. 

It  seems  to  us  a very  significant  fact  that  a little 
group  of  New  England  Friends,  coming  to  California  and 
finding  no  place  where  they  could  worship  in  the  man- 
ner dear  to  Friends,  should  have  taken  the  then  unheard- 
of  course  of  forming  a corporation,  acquiring  property, 
and  establishing  a meeting  quite  without  affiliation  with 
any  other;  and  it  is  a cause  for  thankfulness  that  through 
all  these  years  your  meeting  has  maintained  our  principle 
of  a waiting  worship  and  a non-professional  ministry. 

With  feelings  of  deep  affection  and  of  gratitude  for 


the  sweet  spirits  who  have  ministered  among  you  and 
gone  out  from  you. 

We  are  your  friends, 

Tne  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends, 
by  Augustus  T.  Murray 


BESIDE  THE  ROAD 

I savv'  a boy  beside  the  road, 

With  head  bowed  in  his  hands, 

Lonely,  forlorn,  a figure  sad. 

As  if  the  world  were  all  his  load. 

And  he  was  all  it  had. 

Youth  craves  companionship. 

And  sees  in  youth  its  counterpart. 

Desires  understanding,  the  friendly  heart. 
So  long  the  way,  so  young  unfit. 

To  meet  life’s  tasks,  to  do  its  bit. 

The  still  stooped  form  had  gone. 

Far  on  the  lonely  path  his  figure  strode, 
Along  the  rough  and  winding  road, 
To’ard  western  sky,  the  sun’s  last  ray. 
With  hope  of  morn,  and  brighter  day. 

For  age  the  sun  has  set. 

For  youth  the  dawn  is  here. 

Courage  and  faith,  a better  day  to  be. 
Shall  match  thy  spirit,  boy  I met 
Beside  the  road,  blessings  on  thee! 

• — John  W.  Dorland 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


NOTES  FROM  VILLA  AND  OAKLAND 
MEETING,  PASADENA 

The  Oakland  Avenue  and  Villa  Street  Meeting  had 
the  pleasure  and  benefit  of  a short  visit  this  spring  from 
Cyrus  Cooper  and  his  son,  Samuel,  of  Middleton  Month- 
ly Meeting,  Ohio,  who  two  years  ago  were  liberated  by 
their  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings  to  visit  all  the 
conservative  Friends  Meetings  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  While  here  they  paid  a religious  visit  to  most 
of  the  families  composing  the  Meeting. 

William  Stanley,  a minister  from  Fairhope,  Alabama, 
aud  his  wife,  Edith  Stanley,  are  sojourning  with  us  since 
last  fall.  They  have  recently  been  joined  by  their  twin 
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daughters,  Louisa  and  Lillian. 

Edwin  and  Ruth  Vail,  children  of  Arthur  and  Edith 
Vail,  spent  their  second  year  at  Westtown  Boarding 
School  where  Edwin  graduated  this  spring.  Their  father 
went  east  in  time  to  attend  commencement  and  brought 
them  home  by  auto. 

The  Friendly  Circle  and  the  Friends  Brotherhood,  the 
two  social  affairs  of  the  meeting  held  alternately  each 
month  have  been  well  attended,  and  have  presented  very 
interesting  programs.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Friendly 
Circle  the  program  consisted  of  a talk  by  Alice  Lewis 
Pearson  on  the  Friend’s  World  Conference  and  the  social 
hour  was  given  over  to  a household  “Shower”  for  Latium 
Penrose,  who  had  recently  purchased  a home  on  Villa  St. 
near  the  Meeting  House.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Brotherhood  Edwin  and  Sina  Stanton  of  Washington  D. 
C.  were  the  guests  of  honor  at  the  dinner,  Sina  giving  a 
talk  afterward  on  the  subject,  “Peace  activities  in  Wash- 
ington”. 

Villa  Street  Meeting  will  be  represented  at  the  Whittier 
Institute  of  International  Relations  by  the  secretary  of 
the  Peace  Committee,  Helen  Mott.  Most  Friends  contin- 
ue to  support  the  Institute  financially. 

Early  in  the  year  this  meeting  became  interested  in 
the  case  of  a young  man  who  had  deserted  the  United 
States  Navy  because  after  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
war  system  he  had  become  a conscientious  objector.  After 
attending  school  tor  several  weeks  in  Pasadena  and  being 
at  this  Mee*'ing  several  times  he  gave  himself  up  to  the 
authorities  and  was  imprisoned  at  Navy  headquarters  in 
San  Diego.  When  the  time  for  his  trial  arrived  four 
Friends  from  this  Meeting;  Edwin  Rockwell,  Alva  J.  and 
Evelyn  Smith,  and  Lydia  Michener  attended  the  court- 
martial.  After  some  weeks  it  was  learned  that  the  San 
Diego  court-martial  verdict  was  a year’s  imprisonment 
on  McNeal  Island  but  that  the  higher-up  authorities  in 
Washington  D.  C.  reversed  the  decision  and  ordered  the 
young  man  set  free. 


NORTHERN  SECTION 

The  Willamette  Valley  group  has  had  five  meetings 
during  the  past  year,  doing  a little  better  than  just  Quar- 
terly Meetings.  We  have  plans  for  a sixth  that  will  hap- 
pen before  the  Stanford  Conference.  Each  time  we  meet 
there  is  talk  of  greater  frequency  of  meetings. 

This  year  we  changed  the  order  of  events.  We  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  at  about  3:15  for  a business 


aud  discussion  meeting,  then  tea  at  5 and  Meeting  for 
Worship  from  6 to  7.  Since  many  of  us  have  long  drives 
to  make  back  home,  the  evening  meeting  was  often  rath- 
er hurried,  and  also  there  was  a tendency  for  them  to 
dominate  the  thought  of  the  worship  period,  it  was  felt 
wise  to  try  having  the  worship  period  first  and  if  neces- 
sary hurry  the  discussions.  We  have  found  the  change 
quite  satisfactory,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a Meeting 
for  Worship  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  after  a rather  long 
drive.  The  ends  of  our  territory  are  85  miles  apart. 

Wc  have  been  glad  to  receive  new  members  into  the 
district  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  keep  on 
discovering  people  in  the  district  who  are  Friends,  or  are 
Friends  of  the  Friends, 

The  work  being  undertaken  in  Seattle,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Beatrice  Shipley,  at  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington, has  claimed  our  interest.  We  are  hoping  that 
some  of  the  Seattle  people  can  be  at  our  conference  and 
tell  about  the  work  they  have  undertaken. 

The  Corvallis  group  has  met  each  first  and  third  Sun- 
day during  the  college  year,  and  has  been  conscious  of  a 
growing  interest.  It  is  confronted  with  the  problem  of 
“what  next?”. 


RIVERSIDE  ]H<IENDS 

The  Riverside  Friends  group  has  continued  to  meet 
regularly  the  last  Sunday  in  each  month  at  3 P.  M.  in 
the  Congregational  Church  parlor.  Perhaps  half  or  more 
of  the  attendance  are  members  of  other  denominations. 
Three  of  the  members  are  on  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Riverside  Peace  Association,  and  two  are  on  the  ex- 
ecutive council  of  the  Whittier  Institute  of  International 
Relations.  The  Riverside  group  expects  to  sponsor  a 
scholarship  tor  the  Whittier  Institute  as  they  have  done 
in  the  past. 


ORANGE  GROVE  MONTHLY  MEETING 
OF  FRIENDS  OF  PASADENA,  CALIF. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  been  privileged  to 
enjoy  many  interesting  events,  some  of  which  have  been: 
the  talk  by  Doctor  Fred  Williams  on  “A  little  Quaker 
Outpost  in  Papua”;  the  afternoon  and  evening  devoted 
to  reports  of  the  Friends  World  Conference  given  by 
Allan  U.  Tomlinson,  Clerk  of  California  Yearly  Meeting, 
Doctor  Herschel  Coffin  and  Doctor  David  Henley  of 
Whittier  College,  A.  R Cottrell  of  England,  Doctor 
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Margaret  Benson  of  Australia.  George  Knox  Roth,  William 
H.  Taylor,  and  John  W.  Borland,  who  brought  most 
vividly  the  message  of  that  great  gathering;  the  Christa 
mas  program  the  Spiritual  message  of  Christmas  shown 
in  pictures  by  Mary  Cadwalader  Donnally;  a delightful 
talk  on  her  summer  travels  in  Europe  by  Edith  Dixon 
Hopkins;  two  evenings  of  beautiful  European  pictures 
taken  last  summer  by  William  H.  Taylor,  the  slides  for 
which  he  had  made  himself  from  his  films;  a group  of 
songs  by  Ralph  A.  Procter  added  much  to  this  second 
evening;  and  a most  interesting  afternoon,  planned  by 
Mary  H.  Carpenter,  devoted  to  the  Underground  Rail- 
way, in  which  Mary  Cadwalader  Donnally,  Anna  D. 
Stephens,  Mary  Travilla,  Anna  Travilla  Speakman,  John 
Borland,  and  many  others,  gave  authentic  reminiscenses 
of  anti-slavery  days. 

On  the  third  First-day  of  each  month,  we  have  a 
most  worthwhile  First-day  School  group  under  the  able 
leadership  of  Doctor  W.  Carlton  Wood. 

Patrick  Lloyd,  one  of  our  members  who  has  been  in 
Pennsylvania  for  four  years  working  for  the  Friends  Ad- 
vancement Committee,  and  also  as  Secretary  for  the 
Young  People  of  the  Western  Quarterly  Meeting,  is  here 
for  the  work  camp  which  the  Service  Committee  is  carry- 
ing on  in  Los  Angeles  under  the  leadership  of  Doctor 
David  Henley  of  Whittier  College.  He  has  spent  a week 
in  visiting  the  scattered  members  from  Riverside  to  Long 
Beach  and  other  communities,  and  the  aged  and  sick  in 
Pasadena,  and  will  be  with  us  again  after  the  close  of  the 
camp  on  August  19th. 

Our  most  efficient  clerk,  George  F.  Howell,  is  represent- 
ing us  at  the  Friends  General  conference  at  Cape  May, 
New  Jersey.  Doctor  Phillip  H.  and  Marguerite  B.  Wells 
and  others  may  be  present  for  part  of  the  Conference. 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  and  helped  by  our  visiting 
friends  who  are  of  great  inspiration  to  all  in  the  meeting. 
We  would  especially  mention  Mary  Travilla,  who  for 
eighteen  years  has  spent  her  winters  here  and  whose  mes- 
sages are  always  helpful. 

With  four  other  congregations  we  helped  in  a success- 
ful entertainment  for  the  Scholarship  Fund  of  the  Whit- 
tier Institute  of  International  Relations,  which  was  held 
under  the  guidance  of  Lydia  Michener  at  the  Church  of 
Truth. 

Patrick  Lloyd’s  vivid  report  of  his  work  during  his 
four  years  absence  was  greatly  enjoyed  on  a recent  First- 
day  afternoon 


Regular  meetings  have  been  held  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing at  Vine  and  Walnut  Streets,  Berkeley,  at  ii  A.  M. 
.'\fternoon  programs  have  been  held  usually  on  monthly 
meeting  day  which  is  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month. 
Some  very  good  programs  have  been  arranged  for  under 
the  direction  of  Peter  Goldbrandsen  and  Elizabeth  Parker. 
In  this  connection,  as  in  other  activities  of  the  meeting, 
we  miss  Robert  W.  Clark  very  much. 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  the  presence  of  a num- 
ber of  traveling  Friends.  Shortly  after  the  World  Friends 
Conference,  Siri  Leander  of  Sweden,  Joseph  B.  Howie  of 
Australia  and  Albert  P.  Cottrell,  England,  all  delegates 
to  Conferences,  were  most  acceptable  visitors  to  our 
meeting. 

Other  Friends  who  visited  with  local  groups  included 
Gilbert  and  Minnie  Bowles,  Ryumei  Yamano  and  the 
Hirakawas  of  Japan,  and  Alva  R.  M.  Herbert  of  Australia. 

More  recently,  our  meeting  has  had  favored  visits  from 
J.  Passmore  and  Anna  Griscomb  Elkington  of  Philadelphia 
and  Cyrus  Cooper  and  son  Samuel  of  Columbiana,  Ohio. 

Joseph  Connard,  Pacific  Coast  representative  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  has  been  a valua- 
ble aid  to  our  meeting  and  has  done  much  in  coordinat- 
ing the  local  Friends  groups. 

— William  C.  James 

ROBERT  W.  CLARK  DIES 

Robert  William  Clark,  Berkeley  resident  and  Friend, 
passed  away  Jan.  18,  1938  at  the  age  of  75  years. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  England.  In  1891,  with  his 
wife,  Alice  Montgomery  Clark,  he  moved  to  British  Co- 
lumbia. For  several  years  he  engaged  in  business  in  Can- 
ada and  returned  to  England  during  the  World  War  to 
participate  in  the  relief  work  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
He  worked  principally  in  the  German  prison  camps  in 
England  and  on  the  Isle  of  Mann. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Clark  located  in  Berkeley  and  for 
two  years  worked  with  the  Army  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  San 
Francisco.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  business,  retiring  a few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Clark  was  instrumental  in  founding  the  Friends 
Meeting  House  on  Vine  and  Walnut  Streets. 

This  Bulletin  is  the  first  publication  off  the  press  in- 
stalled to  meet  the  deficit  on  The  Peace  Digest.  Friends 
should  aid  this  peace  work  with  subscriptions  and  job 
printing.  Address:  The  Peace  Digest,  Van  Nuys,  Calif. 


